Baldwin hears
variety of concerns
at Colonial Club

By Vivian Obarski
Regional Reparter

In preparation for the fall sesskon of
Congress, Second District Congressianal
Rep, Tammy Baldwin held n listening
session (hat covered lopics ranging
from prescription drugs to foreign
relations and drilling for ol in Alasks
nd the Colonial Club Semor Activity
Center, 301 Blankenheim Lane, on
Thursday allernoon,

The lustening sessaon is one of several
(hat Baldwin held in communitics
wround Dane County before She reidms
to Washingion 1.C. for the fall,

“1 have cancems with environmenal
prosection,” sl Sun Prame resident Dot
Havens about the proposal to drill for
ol in Alaska. *I'm disappointed with
the Alnskan wildlife proposal.™

The represantative said she voled
aguinst the proposal for o variety of
reagons, including econmmic

"The U.S. Geological Survey said
if this was tapped it would provide
enouph oil for six months pnd i could
take up to 10 years,” Baldwin said
“That makes 11 not worth 1l 1 my
mind.”

Severnl Sun Prne resadents said they
were concerned with United States
relationship with foreign countries.

“11L was a debacle in losing the wote
in the human rghts issue,” said Tom
Brown about a bill regarding the
Imernational Criminal Court, "It was

arrogant thal we chose (o be absent
for six to eight weeks,

“I"m surprised that (other countries’
representatives) even said "Good
morning,’ 1o us,” ke added,

Brown also said the United Siates
should pay its dues to the United |
Nations.

1 feel frusirated with the leadership
of the House,” Brown said. “They"re not
willing to cooperate.”

While Bakiwin defended Secretisy
of State Colin Powell, she said it was
a concem that legislators eouldn't offer
input on foreign situations

“It's a vexing problem.” Baldwin
admitted. “We have no direct contact
with diplomuoss or leaders ... we nesd
i teach the electorate Lo take sericusly
foreign matiers.”

In relation to foreign isswes, Sun
Prairie resident Jim Riley said he was
opposed implementing a fast-track
option for legislation regarding foreign
relations.

*I don"t think thai {the North
American Free Trade Agreement) needs
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v go further without standards,” he
said.

Riley also said if a company chooses
(o leave the country, they should be
held accountable for the impact that’s
lefi behind

“I know that we're in a global
economy and 1 think we should have
higher standards ™ Riley said.

According o Baldwin, fast-track
legislation would allow ceriain bills
to be voled on quickly by requunng
that Congress and the Senate pass a bill
on i yes‘no vote

“Fagt-track o inleresting if aotion,”
Baldwin said.

Oine cxample the Congresswoman
mentioned s using fast-immck lepslation

for foreign negabihion

But Baldwin sad she wasn't sure if
she could support the proposal the way
it currently stands

I would mot give up the ponwer you
Eave me [0 repressnl your imleneils
lightly,” she said.

The q,;lnh' way Baldwin said she
il igh[ \.l.rp'rmﬂ f.a.\.[rtrt.!t Iugsslau..m s
if there is an sssurance that trade will
either be helped or not harm the
eavironment and protect the nights of
a labor force:

"If these issues are given the same
weight as commercial orade, then | can
support fast-track,” Baldwin said.

Sun Prairie resident Lee Brown said
she was comcemned abowut the number of
nuclear weapons the United S1ates sull
bt
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Canada is buying drugs on behalf of all people.They have
some bargaining power with companies. One idea is to ask
Medicare to be a bargaining agent. Then people would have

a good deal.”

-- Rep. Tammy Baldwin

“Ir's hard 1o believe that nuclear
weapons make anything safe,” she
Lanl.

Lee Brown also said she opposed
propaosals to have weapons In space.

Baldwin responded that she supporied
a legislanve propoesal showang opposalon

16 WEAPONS in Space

“With all the descussion ahout defense,
the representative said a colleague,
Congressiman Dennis Kucinich of Ohio,
has writien a bill 1o crease a Department
of Peare,

“Al first [ looked at it and thought,
“What is he thinking™ " Baldwan saad.
“Then it struck me as, “What a refreshing

idea""

Prescription drug bill

concerns voiced

Barbara Badley, executive direcior
af the Colonial Club, said she remains
comcermisd about the carmenl prescrplaon
drug bill that would force seniors 1o
purchase drugs by mail order.

“First, the pricing isn't that moch of
& break,” she said. “It's a 10 percent
Jiscount -~ you can do better or jus! as
well locally.

“People also are not informed well
about medications,” said Bailey about
using a mail order prescripbion servace.
“With mail order you can't ask
questons.

Baldwin replied that she heard
similar concerns about the proposal

from pharmacists duning other hstenang
SEE510NS.

“l doa't see pharmacies or
pharmacists as the problem,” Baldwin
said. "1 think that the price is controlled
at the point of manufacture.”

As a result, Baldwin said drug
companies — not pharmacies <should
bz the focus of poce discussion

Countries such as Canada can receive
& discount for preseription drugs because
the nation bargains on behalf of all of
its citizens, Baldwin said.

“Canada is buying drugs on behal
of all people,™ she sakd. “They have some
bargaining power with comparnies.

“One idea is to ask Medicare (o be
& bargaining agent,” Baldwin said.
“Then people woubd have a good deal.”™



